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Dear Members,

In November this year ISAP will be 10 years old and it has certainly become well known in 
many countries. Our ambassadors work hard to spread the word and several foreign 
teaching establishments have joined us. There are 4800 members on our database but only 
about half of them are still active. Still, it is a big organisation of animal lovers.

 In May I was invited to Greece to 
welcome the graduating students of 
Kynagon Academy to ISAP. The g
raduates are all trained to work as dog 
trainers and help with behaviour 
problems. A fantastic set up. While I was
there my host family Dimosthenis 
Moumiadis and his wife Koula had two 
further foreign guests staying, one from 
Holland, Patricia, who had attended 

their course, flying from Holland to Greece every weekend for a year and a young lady, 
Yana, from Russia. We were truly an international crowd! Fortunately everybody spoke 
perfect English…!
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In the late afternoon we had the graduation ceremony and this was followed in the evening 
by a delicious meal in a top restaurant. A beautiful day which I am sure the graduates will 
remember forever! 

 But the best was yet to come……

One of the dogs Dimosthenis had bred recently had had puppies. The family was moving 
house and needed some peace and quite for the young mum and her puppies and so they 
moved into the Academy into a private kennel of luxury! And we were allowed to cuddle the
little ones at certain times. How easy it would have been to fit one into the suitcase…. I have
never felt more tempted!  

                  

       

I hope you are all having a wonderful year and if you are still studying make use of our 
forums which always update you on research and new ideas plus special support to A.Dip. 
and Grad. Dip. students.

With very best wishes to you all

Brigitte

Executive Director - ISAP                                                     
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Article by Jackie Murphy, Ambassador for Great Britain

Be aware of the countryside code and keep your
dog under control.  

We all love to take our dogs for a walk in the countryside, as on a fine
sunny day, there is nothing more enjoyable for dogs and their owners to
have a leisurely walk.

Dogs enjoy a run off lead and owners love to see their dogs running
around sniffing, chasing a ball or frisbee and just generally having fun and using up some of that 
physical energy.

However, are you aware of the countryside code?  I was recently interviewed on BBC Radio Kent 
regarding the alarming number of dogs that are causing stress to farmers and the shocking results 
that a dog can make to a farmer’s livelihood regarding his livestock.  

When you take your dog for a walk in the countryside be aware of the local byelaws, local signs – 
there maybe a restriction at certain times of the year (for example some areas of land may have 
nesting birds at certain times of the year, so your dog may not be able to swim in ponds/lakes/rivers 
during this time).

More importantly many dogs and owners will come across grazing sheep and there is a strong 
instinct for your dog to chase, it is advisable to put your dog on the lead, even if you have an 
obedient dog.

If your dog chases a sheep or flock, they can cause serious damage through stress of worrying the 
sheep and this can result in the sheep dying or pregnant ewes to miscarry.   A panicked sheep can try
and escape and can be killed in the process, not to mention damage to fencing or boundaries.   
Lambs can be separated from their mothers and can either die from starvation or through 
hypothermia and sheep can die or have to be put down due to dog bites.  

It is an offence to allow your dog to worry sheep – this means not just chasing but attacking and 
farmers can by law shoot a dog if the dog endangers their sheep.  

There have been moves to look at DNA testing for dogs so that they can match the related dog to 
the incident.  However, if we all just take steps to remember that when near livestock (even if there 
is a fence between you and sheep) clip your dog on the lead and walk calmly through the field.  Keep
to the paths and areas when you as a walk/dog owner have a right of access – again a dog on a lead 
is safer while you cross the field than a dog off lead.

 Remember we can all enjoy days out with dog(s) following these simple rules.  

For more information please go to: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-
code/the-countryside-code 
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Article by Nai Osepyan, Ambassador for Argentina

Kitten Proofing

As a feline consultant I get lots of different questions about behavioral issues but it also
happens that people write to tell me about their experiences, hoping that I would become a
spokeswoman for other people to know it. That’s how I got to realize the importance of
kitten proofing. 

During a trip to the south part of Argentina I  
was talking to the owner of the hotel where I  
was  staying,  and  were  it  happened  to  be  a  
couple of cats, and she told me how by mistake 
she  had  drowned  her  kitten  in  the  washing  
machine.  This  happened years  ago and I  still  
can’t get that story out of my head.
A lot of people that live in the city decide to adopt a 
cat because they hear “they require less work than 
dogs” and get not only surprised but upset when I  
explain how imperative it is to kitten proof the

apartment,  for  example  protecting  windows  and
balconies. Once I realized this I used social media to spread the word and became astonished with
the comments I read. 
I started by clearing up the innocence and fragility that kittens have, and that mostly they get in
trouble because of this and not out of mischief, just like kids do. In the case of the washing machine,
it’s not that weird to imagine a kitten getting inside the laundry basket to sleep, or even getting in
the dryer once we’ve finished using it and remains warm, both things that could be prevented just
by being careful. What threw me off balance were the answers to this subject, and how many kittens
had died as a result of a simple accident.
One woman had a kitten literally cut in half by a door that got shut by an air current. Another person
said when she came back from work she found her new kitten had gotten tangled on the fringes of a
blanket and got hanged. One guy forgot the toilet seat cover up and the kitten fell inside and found
he had drowned. Another kitten got inside the bottom of the oven and got badly burned.
As disturbing as it was to read all these anecdotes, I had to admit I was actually thankful to get this
information, because I have to admit that all of these things could have easily happened to me and
know I could prevent them. 
When we talk about getting ready for the arrival of a new kitten we have to eradicate the idea that
the animal “knows” when something is dangerous. Here in Argentina its common to see young cats
(as young as 4 months old) wondering the streets in the suburbs, because their owners believe they
“know” when to cross the streets and how to avoid being hit by cars, after all cats are intelligent
creatures! Even worst, they truly believe their newly arrived kitten understands that he is now living
on the 23rd floor of a building (but they also make this assumption about adult cats too).
Knowledge is power and becoming aware of these dangers gives us the possibility of start thinking in
a  different  way,  not  to  the  extent  of  becoming  paranoid,  but  to  accept  these  lives  are  our
responsibility.
Also, we need to make owners conscious about how essential it  is for kittens to have adequate
products that were made for their particular stage in life. A litter box with low edges will make it
easier for a kitten to get it and out without having to climb it. A food plate instead of a bowl will be
more comfortable for a kitten to eat without having the rim pushing on its throat. Toys that are
secure and don’t have little pieces or threads they could swallow are always better than giving them
elastic bands to play with (not to mention the importance of not playing with the hands). All those
things do not imply spending huge sums of money and can enrich the animal’s life in a positive way.
We all know kittens are lovely, as any other baby of any other species, but I believe it’s imperative to
advise people on these matters so they know it’s not all about their cuteness. 
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Dear Brigitte

Thank you for your continued support and encouragement that has enabled us 

to accomplish so much and help many dogs in distress. We present to you a 

quick glimpse of some of the major accomplishments we have made in the 

month of May. 
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RESCUE ALERT

With the monsoon and the heat rising each day, we have witnessed a spike in 

the number of maggot infested wound cases. Jimmy, Seti, Kaley and Brownie 

were all brought to us with wounds full of maggots. Seti, Kaley and Brownie are

still with us but Jimmy could not be saved. He was severely dehydrated, 

malnourished and weak and he lost his battle with growing infection.
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Sweety is a year old and another victim of hit and run case. After the accident, she

stayed in this same place beside a river without any food, water or shade through

sun and rain for four days until some construction workers spotted her and informed

us. She was then rescued and her leg was treated. She has also been neutered and
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vaccinated and released back to her community. 

Sani was run over by a vehicle but unfortunately she was not as lucky as Sweety.

The accident left her with a nearly detached paw that was heavily infected. To save

her life and relieve her of the pain, she had to undergo a full amputation of her front

leg. Despite everything she has been through, this pup loves human company. 
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Have you met Sundari?

She is one of the many dogs currently being treated by HART for mange. Mange,

also known as canine scabies is a dreadful but very common skin infection in the

street dogs. The recovery phase ranges from a few weeks up to 6 months. 

MARV IN THE EVEREST

The mass anti-rabies vaccination camp (MARV) in the Everest Base Camp for 

the year 2019 has been successfully conducted. The campaign lasted for 

nearly two weeks and started from Khumjung and ended in Lukla. During this 

time, a total of 151 dogs have been vaccinated this year. We are very proud of 

our teammates Saroj, Budhhi and Keshar, who conducted the operation on 

foot. 

MARV IN THE BHARATPUR

The mass anti-rabies vaccination camp (MARV) in Bharatpur has begun this 

month. As of this writing, 685 dogs from wards 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 11 and 12 have 

been vaccinated against rabies. Any female dog that is found to be unspayed 

during the MARV is brought to the clinic and neutered.  
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The dog in the picture has been living on the streets all her life

and when she gave birth, it was on the streets. None of her

puppies survived the harsh conditions. 

Help us so that no other mother dogs have to go through this.

 

DONATE TODAY!
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There's so much happening every day at HART. Be sure to follow us on

social media to stay up to date with the day to day news from our clinic

and mobile camps! 

Namaste 🙏🏼 

  

 

Article by Bianca Salame, Ambassador for Ecuador

WILL YOUR CAT MISS YOU WHEN YOU ARE ON VACATION?

By Bianca Salame. Feline Behavior consultant

We know that cats are social beings, but they like to go solo. This does not mean that it will be easier
to leave them alone when we go on a trip for a certain time. Cats will miss you. It depends on their 
personality that their affection will be shown, but you will be missed.

For this “issue” you should not stop adopting a cute kitty, it is inevitable that we take a well deserved
vacation, but you must take into account certain details so that your cat is comfortable and happy 
for the time you are going to be absent.

Surely you follow a routine with your cat. If you know that you are going on a trip, in advance you 
should include in this routine another person who lives with you and is going to stay in charge at 
home, or a neighbor or person of trust. Why? Because the cat is getting to know this new being that 
is going to feed him, take care of him and even play.
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Cats are animals that stress very easily, so I recommend leaving your cat at home, where he knows 
his space and smell. I would not take him to a pet hotel, worse if there are dogs. New odors, they do 
not have their routine, the cat may be confined,  they will hear barks and a lot of movement, all 
these things can stress your cat and the behavior at home can change.

 

Article by Yukiyo Cabrini, Ambassador for Japan

It is nesting time for barn swallows!
Hirundo rustoca, typically known as the barn swallow spends its warm 
seasons in Japan travelling from many southern country such as Thailand and
the Philipines. 

After the long journey, they start the task of looking for mating partner, and 
then they begin the task of looking for their nesting spot

Neat nest 

Nesting places are usually under a roof of houses, train stations or shops where there are people 
coming and going regularly, it is believed to be for protection from black birds and snakes.

People welcome their nesting as barn swallows are thought to bring happiness to houses (despite all 
the droppings). Also they are welcomed by farmers as they eat pest like flying insects but not their 
crops. 

They make their nest with mud and hay with their own saliva as the 
glue and it takes only a week or so to complete.

The nest they make shows their personality as some pairs make it so 
neatly, where other pair do seem as if they don’t bother much as hay 
can be seen sticking out. Once the female has laid her eggs, it can 
take two weeks for them to hatch and further 20 days for chicks to fly
off.   

The nest with sticking out hay

(Own resource) 

As these birds are wild birds and a protected species, which means permission has to be granted by 
the City for any person to handle and or look after a chick that has fallen or pushed from the nest. 
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This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA

When the end of summer is approaching here in Japan, they start moving back to where they came 
from travelling 3000 to 5000km away. Their hourly speed is 45 to 50 km and was reported that they 
can travel up to 300km a day! 

Because of their severe life style, like other migratory birds barn swallows have what is called the 
hemisphere sleep which one half of the brain rests while the other half remains alert.

Resource: Suzuki Mamoru (2009) Tsubamenotabi kaiseisha

Yukiyo Cabrini CAB, A.Dip.CBM,MISAP, MICB,MICAN

Article by Beth Babbin, Ambassador for South Africa

In reality every dog is in fact a cross breed – I do not believe that such an animal as 
a dog existed, until whatever its ancestry, it became of some use to man.

As the wild animal became more domesticated the selective breeding process 
started. Initially dogs were only bred to fulfil a specific purpose – some were better at
guarding, some at hunting and some at herding etc. As these specific abilities were 
developed so the construction and thus the appearances changed. The better the 
construction, the better the animal would be in performing the required task. The dog
that accompanied the hunter on foot did not need to be as fast and agile as the one 
that accompanied the horse.

The appearance or beauty aspect was not the most critical factor. 

Our original breed of choice, the Dobermann, was one of a large number of 
‘manufactured’ breeds dating back to the late 
1800’s. The founder of the breed Herr Louis was a 
tax collector – probably not the most welcoming of 
visitors – and required a suitable protection dog. In
addition to his tax function he was also the master 
of the local pound. The pound provided him with a 
large and varied basket of breeding options and he
would appear to have made use of quite a number 
to achieve the desired result. He obviously 
achieved the desired result as the breed 
apparently became recognised. However, looking 

at photographs taken towards the end of that century are of a dog that bares little or 
no resemblance to the dog seen in the show ring today. One can only wonder if the 
sleek and beautiful animal that we see today can come up to the standard of the 
original – the once unquestionable guard has now in most cases become the family 
pet and companion. The same applies to many other breeds.

We are lucky to still see dogs being bred for 
function and not form. The herdsman, living in rural
areas of two of our provinces still live a very basic 
life. The kraal or homestead, usually situated on a 
hill is far from all our modern living – wealth is 
judged not by a bank balance but by the number of
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cattle. These rural people will walk for miles to mate their bitch with a dog from 
another kraal that is known to perform its duties, whether this be as a guard, a hunter
or a herder, better than most.

If we refer to Desmond Morris – Dogs – in which he documents over 1000 breeds 
including some of the ‘oodles’, ‘’poo’s’, ‘teacups’ and dorkies we have to ask the 
question – do these latter day crosses really make sense? We not so long ago had a
young cross breed booked in for training, a Rottweiler x Basset. The structure was 
wrong for the weight it was going to carry but some months later we had another one
from the planned repeat mating. 

In nature we do have some crossings but if we take this concept to its logical 
conclusion we should be seeing specimens such as hippophants, rhinopotamus and

possibly zeraffes on our regular visit to the bush. Unfortunately, or rather 
fortunately, to date we have no evidence of these or anything similar to submit. 
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Article by Elizabeth Alderton, Ambassador for Ireland

COULD OWNERS BE TAUGHT TO TRAIN THEIR DOG ONLINE?

Overview and history

During formal training, canine behaviour specialists are instructed NOT to give advice by telephone 
but to insist on direct contact with the owner and dog.  With the advent of sophisticated technology 
that allows for live viewing and two way communication via such applications as Skype and Zoom, it 
is likely that a change is approaching.

Basic commands

 Most training problems can be resolved by the application of the key skills – for dogs 
these are: Stay, Recall and Loose lead walking (‘heelwork’)

 Most owners need to develop their voice tone to convey the importance of an instruc-
tion to the dog

 Most owners need to develop their personal authority in order to impress upon the dog
the need for compliance to essential commands that avoid danger or breakdown of re-
lationships.

Comparison

It can be seen that the above basic needs are similar to those for family relationships, which are 
frequently taught online.

Advantages

1. Owners can quickly avail themselves of expert assistance from their own homes.

2. Owners can show the trainer the exact problem, by means of a pre-recorded video  
(this could be done for face to face training too)

3. Owners can be assisted in training in the exact circumstance where the unwanted be-
haviour occurs by means of an ‘on-location’ consultation (internet connection permit-
ting).
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4. Some owners may never avail of the assistance of a trainer face to face, or in group 
sessions.  The web-consultation gives such owners a measure of assistance in training 
their dog which, while not ideal, may well restore their relationship.

Disadvantages

1. At times a true ‘hands-on’ approach may be essential.  A dog and owner may have 
significant problems in accomplishing a key training requirement, for example ‘stay’, 
or even ‘sit’!

Handling the dog themselves, the trainer will become aware of whether it is the 
owner’s body  language posture and tone of voice that are causing the confusion, or 
whether the dog is simply demonstrating an indifferent, distracted or independent atti-
tude.

2. Web-consultation takes an additional step away from the dog.    From trainer – owner 
– dog it becomes trainer – camera operative – owner – dog

3. Problems can ensue from lack of tact or accuracy in the conveyance of instructions 
via the camera operative.  This can be overcome by means of direct conversation with
the owner.  However, personal experience has found this to be not much more diffi-
cult than shouting down a 200 metre field!!!

4. The dog does not gain the advantages presented by new locations and socialization 
with other people and dogs.

Suggestion

Web-consultation can be used effectively when 

experienced trainers have:

1. Discussed the client’s needs beforehand, preferably by short web-consultation phone 
but sometimes by email

2. Prepared videos to demonstrate the needed skills
3. Have experience in using web-consultation tools

owners have:

1. Clearly conveyed their needs and circumstances by means of a short consultation by 
phone or web
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2. Have another person available to control the camera/webcam/computer who will con-
vey instructions sympathetically.

Summary

Web-consultation can provide a viable alternative to a home-visit training session.

It is not a substitute for class training where owners can learn to control their dog in the presence of 
other dogs and people.  It also does not provide the benefit of socialization to young dogs and 
puppies conferred by group sessions.

All owners should therefore be encouraged to attend group sessions with their dog whenever 
possible.

Article by Debe Coe, our British Cat specialist
For all of those who are still studying…..

Recent trips to the veterinary practice due to ear problems with my American Curl cat, Phoebe, has led me to
think a lot about the genetic issues within purebred cats.  Despite their popularity in the US, American Curls (a
medium-sized, very social and playful cat) remain rare in the UK and are not recognised by our main cat fancy,
the GCCF.  It won’t come as a surprise from their name, that the breed has its origins in the US and are named
for their characteristic backward curling ears - for show purposes the arc of the curl can be up to 180o as long
as the tip of the ear does not touch the head.  All Curl kittens are born with straight ears but a naturally
occurring dominant autosomal genetic mutation (ie, the kitten only needs one copy of the gene from one
parent for the curling to occur) causes the ear to begin curling backwards during the first few days before the
final curl is set in place as the cartilage hardens.  This cartilage mutation causes no health issues, but the
structure and exposure of the ear canal can leave the cats susceptible to a build-up of wax which needs careful
management if yeast and bacterial infections, as well as possible ear mite infestations, are not to occur.

When first born, a kittens’ outer ears (pinnae) are folded over and the ear canal is closed off by folds/ridges of
skin that prevents the entry of amniotic fluids, which will contain waste matter, during the time in the womb
that could potentially damage the ear’s inner structure and the tympanic membrane (ear drum).  When a few
day’s old the kitten’s pinnae begin to unfold and the ear canals widen as these skin folds decrease in size, and
the kitten’s hearing continues to develop.  Once fully formed and the ear cartilage hardened, the skin folds
within the ear canal are quite small and offer only a limited opportunity for wax to build-up.  However, in
Phoebe’s case (and possibly Curls in general) these ridges have remained large, almost touching in places,
making  her  ear  canal  very  narrow.   This  doesn’t  appear  to  affect  her  hearing,  however,  provides  ample
opportunity for wax to lodge and build-up.
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Just like in Curls, this mutation is caused by a dominant autosomal trait, and so by default any cat that has
folded ears will  carry the gene and as such suffer from osteochrondrodysplasia to some extent during its
lifetime.  Osteochondrodysplasia can cause severe and painful cartilaginous and skeletal abnormalities such as
limb, tail and joint deformities leading to the progressive inability to move.  In homozygous cats (ie, those that
have 2 copies of the gene, one from each parent), the symptoms are more profound and develop early in life –
many kittens are often euthanised before the condition can progress further. In heterozygous cats (those with
only one copy of the gene), the deformities may be less severe and/or progress more slowly.  The symptoms of
osteochondrodysplasia in Scottish Folds can only be alleviated if a cat with folded ears is mated to one with
straight ears, or outcrossed to British or American Shorthairs, but even without the folded ears, it is possible
that these cats may be more predisposed to developing arthritis and other joint problems as they age.  
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 (Left) - American Curl Phoebe.  (Above Left) - A diagram of the typical ear canal once fully 
developed.  (Above Right) – Phoebe’s ear canal.Below:  The Scottish Fold cat.  Picture 

courtesy of Cat-World - www.cat-world.com.au/scottish-fold-breed-

Ear mutations are also seen in the Scottish Fold,  a breed that was
created in Scotland in 1961 after a cat with naturally folded ears was
mated to British Shorthairs and local farm cats.  Within the resulting
litters some kittens had straight ears, whilst in others the ear began to
fall forward after a few days into a folded position. This is because in
Folds, the ear cartilage does not harden giving a structure to allow the
ears to be held up straight.  Without this the ears fold forward and lie
flat to the head (in varying degrees).  This folding of the ears is due to
a condition known as osteochondrodysplasia that not only affects the
ear cartilage in Folds, but also the bones as well  as other cartilage
within the body.  

http://www.cat-world.com.au/scottish-fold-breed-
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Newsletter 
Advocating for animal-friendly communities…. 

Strengthening the animal-human bond 

 
Working together to alleviate the suffering of ANIMALS in Liberia 

 
 
 
 

 

We are almost halfway in 2019 and have been very busy 

moving forward, taking the steps needed in reshaping the 

way animals are perceived and treated.  

Thanks to all of you for walking this path with us and sharing 

our belief that compassion has no borders and that all 

animals and people deserve a chance to live happier and 

healthier lives.   

LAWCS Team 

 

How You Can Help Make A Real Difference For ANIMALS in Liberia 

Visit www.liberiaanimalwelfaresociety.org to donate to help improve conditions for animals in 
Liberia 

Student-Led Humane Education Programs 

Kolahun Public School Animal Kindness Club is one of the 35 clubs established and supported by 

LAWCS. After critically thinking, discussing and analyzing the plight of dogs, the children decided 

that educating dog owners about the importance of dog washing and helping to do the first 

washing will keep the dogs healthy and the people who interact with them daily. The children 

visited 20 homes, educated 154 dog owners and washed 75 dogs for the first time. $ 50 USD can 

empower one Animal Kindness Club to engage in hand-on project for the benefit of animals.  
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LAWCS Animal Kindness Stars 
We are always thrilled to share how the children are rescuing and helping suffering animals. 

 

Teacher Training Program on Humane Education 

Nelson Mandela said ``Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 

world``. With Animal Welfare Education, we continue to improve conditions for all animals including 

people and sustaining the environment. The best and sustainable way to keep Animal Welfare 

Education going on and on in schools with the children is to train and empower classroom teachers to 

incorporate Humane Education Program in their daily lessons so that they can continue to inspire and 

motivate their students to be kind and compassion to animals. LAWCS recently trained and empowered 

40 classroom teachers in Humane Education Program. $ 30 USD can provide humane education 

materials, meal and transport for one teacher for Humane Education training. We need support to still 

train and empower more teachers.  

  

 

 

Rebecca Morris is a twelve year old child and a 

member of LAWCS Animal Kindness Club in her 

school. Her family kept dogs before only for 

security and source of income through the dog 

meat trade but the story has changed as a result 

of Rebecca. Her mother said that they had no 

attachment with the dogs they kept before 

because they were only for security and income 

but Rebecca has changed the entire family. 

They no longer sell dogs and considered dogs as 

members of their family (best friends). 

 

Kezelee is one of our Animal Heroes. He is from a family 

who never wanted to keep or come close to dogs 

because of their belief about dogs. Kezelee was able to 

change that belief of his family as a result of the 

humane education program. Kezelee didn't just bring in 

a dog (Mickey) but a family member who is allowed to 

sleep with them inside. Mickey and Kezelee are best 

friends and always together. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAWCS Free Outreach Animal Health Clinic 
There is a huge challenge in trying to provide basic healthcare to animals in rural communities in Liberia. 

LAWCS is the only organization in rural Liberia providing animal welfare education along with free basic 

healthcare for sick and wounded animals. Our Animal Health Officer travels to remote communities 

without car road to educate the people and provide free treatment to animals. From March to June, 

he visited 30 communities and educated 1,015 animal owners and treated 597 animals (dogs, cats, and 

farm animals). $75 USD can help us educate an entire community and provide basic care to 50 animals 
 

 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 LAWCS School Based Garden and Plant Based Diets 
LAWCS uses school based garden and plant based diet program to connect the children to the source 

of their food. Once the children know and feel connected to their food, the more willing and prepare 

they become to protect other living creatures that share the Earth with us. Our organic vegetable 

garden program is the most sustainable way of food production that benefits animals, people and the 

environment. Program is currently established in 10 schools and we need support to expand. 

   
 


	Dear Brigitte

