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This newsletter is published biannualy by the International Society of Animal
Professionals (ISAP) which includes the topics of international interest written
by the fellows and members of ISAP. ISAP has focused mainly on the
education of animal behavior since its existence and it has evolved over the
year through its network extension by the induction of ambassadors in different
countries. This newsletter is aimed to provide an instant knowledge on the
upcoming issues for animal lovers and animal welfare.

UMAIR AHSAN
DVM, RVMP (Pak), FISAP

International Society of Animal Professionals

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Sr. No.

TITLE

PAGE No.

1

INTRODUCTION

3

2

S.P.A.R.E – SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMAL RIGHTS IN EGYPT

4

3

AUSTRALIAN ROADKILL – FACTS TO DIE FOR

5

4

JAPANESE MACAQUE

7

5

NO, IT’S NOT A ROBIN, IT’S A NEW SPECIES!

8

6

THE POWER OF THE REINFORCER

9

7

THE SCOTTISH WILDCAT – IS THERE HOPE FOR THIS SPECIES IN THE UK?

10

8

KURDISTAN ORGANIZATION FOR ANIMAL RIGHTS PROTECTION ACTIVITIES

11

2

International Society of Animal Professionals

INTRODUCTION

Dear Members,
We have come a long way. ISAP was founded in December 2009 when several animal course providers expressed an
interest of an organisation which brought people in the animal world together. There are a number of societies in individual countries
but not internationally. Many seem to specialise in one particular species but we wanted it all under one roof. So ISAP was born. And
it has grown from strength to strength. We now have almost 2500 members and ambassadors in 23 countries throughout the world
who represent us and are taking an active part in the development of ISAP.
We know that there is still a lot of work to be done and many obstacles to be overcome but we will get there. Our name
is growing worldwide which can be seen from members‟ applications around the globe and we are proud of it!
Currently we are planning our first conference to be held next year in Pakistan. It is all at the very early planning
stages. We realise that a conference in Europe would be very popular but as we are a non-profit making organisation we totally
depend on sponsorship which is almost impossible to get in Europe. But hopefully we will be able to stage something in Britain in the
future as well.
This May 2014 I was invited by our Greek Ambassador Dimosthenis Moumiadis to attend a graduation ceremony of
his students who had passed their examination as dog trainers and behaviourists which
was a great honour for ISAP to be asked. The Academy is called KYNAGON Dog
Trainers Academy and many of you will have seen their photos on our Facebook site.
Their welcoming was second to none and it made me realise how valuable a society like
ours is. It breaks down barriers and makes you realise that we are all facing similar, if
not the same problems in animal welfare.
Out of this get together many opportunities have already arisen where we could be of
help to each other and support each other. Not to mention the friendships that have developed. A big THANK YOU goes to
Dimosthenis and his wife Koula and everybody at KYNAGON to have made this possible.
This year we also introduced our Facebook page which has proven a huge success. Anybody who has not joined yet
please give it a go. It is a very friendly place and always full of discussions. It is a closed page for our members only.
This year, like every previous year, we are offering a study grant to the value of £500. Please send your applications in
to me via email isapinfo@btinternet.com to reach me by 1 September this year. If you remember, last year we only had 2 applicants
and both were of such high standard that we had to split the grant into 2 halves. I hope to get many applications in this year and send
the full grant to one deserving student. The grant can be spent on any Compass course or Primate Education course and all you have to
do is tell me why you think you should be taken into consideration. The winner of the grant will be announced on 8 September.
You will notice a new face to our Newsletter. This job has now been taken over by our ambassador for Pakistan, Umair
Ahsan, and I am so glad to have someone in our ranks who can use the computer more professionally than I can! A big thank you goes
to Umair!
Our Webpage is also going to be updated soon by our Swedish Ambassador David Gripenstam who also put our name
on Facebook. But David is getting married on 28th June and he is busy at the moment with other things than ISAP – and who can
blame him. Congratulations, David and all the best for the future to you and your partner!

Best wishes to everyone!

Brigitte Barton
Executive Director
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S.P.A.R.E – SOCIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF ANIMAL RIGHTS IN EGYPT
SPARE and Children – 12 Years on

Over the years, some of SPARE's highest priorities have been to
raise awareness and knowledge regarding the dire conditions and horrible
treatments of animals in Egypt. SPARE has for over a decade been targeting
schools, education centers and orphanages both Public and Private to educate
and raise the awareness levels of children. Children are the future of our society
and thus are CRUCIAL
in the battles against
animal

abuse

and

ill

treatment. Children can influence their families, loved ones and surroundings a
great deal. These are but a few photos over time of what SPARE is extremely
proud of and vows to continue doing until, to a great extent, the messages of
compassion, kindness and empathy are ingrained in the minds and hearts of
most. This is only possible with your kind and compassionate support.

A Stray Egyptian Dog Finds a Second Chance in Life

Little

Jason

was

rescued by Sacha as a young stray
puppy from the cruel streets of
Egypt where dogs always get shot,
poisoned or barbarically abused to
death. Jason was taken to SPARE
because Sacha had to travel back to
Holland, but Sacha and her mother
Joke were committed to give Jason
a second chance in life. They took
full responsibility of Jason, had him boarded at SPARE and covered all his stay costs
and his travelling expenses to Holland. Sacha came back to Egypt after six month to
take Jason to his forever home back to Holland. It‟s a truly a very happy ending to a
lucky little Egyptian dog called Jason. The power lies in your hands. We wish more
Egyptians had the commitment and dedication of Sacha and Joke. Egyptian dogs
deserve a second chance in life. Please adopt don't buy. We at SPARE would like to extend our deepest gratitude and appreciation to
Sacha and her Mother Joke for their inspirational efforts and dedication in helping Jason a perfect stray Egyptian dog!

Amina Abaza
President of SPARE
Ambassador of ISAP for Egypt

4

International Society of Animal Professionals

AUSTRALIAN ROADKILL – FACTS TO DIE FOR
‘The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are treated’. Mohandas Gandhi
What is roadkill?
As humans move around Australia in ever increasing numbers roads are built weaving around the shrinking countryside
to meet them and maintain their daily needs like travel, distribution of produce etc.Unfortunately, this network of roads and highways
trespass disrespectfully through wildlife, territories, and corridors, with no thought given to their shocking consequences. Death and
threat to entire species left scattered shamelessly blooded twisted and abandoned to die an often inhumane death.
So what is roadkill? Roadkill is any, and all animals killed on our roads sometimes by accident
or more disturbinglyintentionally.
Some interesting facts and statistics


Each year all over Australia many thousands of native wildlife is killed on our roads.



In 2012, 16.7 million vehicles were registered in Australia



96% of animal collisions were with wild animals (around 86,000 animals are hit and/or killed every
day)



7% of vehicles in animal collisions were written off



In New South Wales a six week research project along a 199 km stretch of road conducted by NSW WIRES in conjunction
with Macquarie University found that 7,000 animals daily or 2.55 million animals each year were being killed on the roads



The hours either side of dusk and dawn is generally the time when many animals become active after resting and inclined to
venture near a road



Driving during the night between dusk and dawn considerably increases the likelihood of hitting an animal



The most commonplace accident locations in Australia are in the Mudgee region of New South Wales and the Capricorn Coast
region in Queensland



In Tasmania there are 32 animal collisions every 60 minutes



In Tasmania 2009 there were 400,516 vehicles registered: Roadkill 293,000



In Tasmania 2012 vehicles registered 7.8% increase to 431,991: Roadkill 500,000



Average roadkill density is one animal every 3 kilometres and one roadkill per driver yearly

Common roadkill in Tasmania:


Wallabies 15,829 each year



Pademelon (forest dwelling wallabies) 28,854 each year



Brushtail possums (can reach the size of an average cat) 108,543 each
year



Tasmanian Devil (it is estimated within 25 years the Tasmanian Devil
will become extinct) 3,392 each year
Some other animals which are killed include: Wombats,

kangaroos, cassowaries, frogs, koalas, spotted quolls, bilbies, dingoes, echidna‟s bandicoots, snakes, birds, lizards, feral cats and dogs,
cane toads (often on purpose since they are a detested nuisance killing many native Australian fauna)
Tips on reducing animal collisions:


Use high beam headlights when driving at 80km/hr



If driving at 60km/hr use low beam headlights



Flash high beam headlights at animals on the road



Honk your horn at animals on the road



Drive slowly in known areas where animals are commonly sighted
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(Above information derived from a roadkill infographic by Budget Direct and myroadkill.com.au)
The pros and cons of roadkill
Pros: Easy food for scavengers such as; crows, ravens, hawks, eagles, dingoes and
monitor lizards and other creatures who eat the carrion left at the side or on the
road surface.
Cons: Threatens endangered species and encourages other animals to feed off the
roadkill frequently killing them too as they eat.
Prevention


Educating drivers in safe driving (especially at night on rural/outback roads)



Odour deterrents preferably repellents which mimic or are natural scents of predators to prey species e.g. synthetic dog urine or
real dog urine to initiate a threat to macropods hoping to ward off the wallabies and kangaroos etc. away from the roads



Road design is another area which is being considered to assist with or prevent animals from crossing the roads.

Making money out of roadkill:


There is a popular café in Darwin in the vicinity of Mindii beach aptly named Roadkill Cafe with the motto „You Kill It. We
Grill It.‟



Not only can you eat roadkill but Gerard Geer is an animal roadkill artist who makes sculptures and jewellery out of roadkill.
However, he is now under scrutiny for contravening the Wildlife Act and will have to destroy all his works of art to avoid legal
action.

‘He who is cruel to animals becomes hard also in his dealings with men. We can judge the heart of a man by his treatment of
animals.’ Immanuel Kant
References:
1. Facts on roadkill (online) Available from: http://www.australiansforanimals.org.au/2014/01/08/roadkill-infographic-bybudget-direct/ accessed 1/6/14
2. Eliquental Darwin’s popular Roadkill Café (online) Available from: http://www.traveldudes.org/travel-tips-popular-roadkillcafe/2976 (accessed 1/6/14)
3. Gerard Greer (online) Available from: http://www.crikey.com.au/2013/07/15/legally-speaking-taxidermy-roadkill-artist-couldbe-stuffed/ (accessed 1/6/14)
4. Ramp D Sharing the environment: Counting the cost of wildlife mortality on roads School of Biological, Earth &
Environmental Sciences University of New South Wales

Celia A. Richards
Ambassador of ISAP for Australia
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JAPANESE MACAQUE

Japanese macaque known as just simply the “Japanese monkey” amongst the Japanese they are believed to be the northernmost living
nonhuman primate.
Pictured left; is perhaps the most well known image to everyone just simply the “snow monkey” as they live in areas
where snow covers the ground for many months, each winter they can be seen in the
natural hot spring baths to warm up. It all started off in 1963 when a young female
waded into a hot spring bath to get some soybeans which had been thrown in by the
keepers. She liked the warmth and it didn‟t take long for the other young monkeys to
join her and over the years the rest of the troops took up the behaviour. Another
famous story is that monkeys also wash sweet potatoes before they eat which was
originally started with one particular female monkey then the rest of the troop started
copying the behaviour. It was also observed that this particular female monkey was
able to making wheat balls which contained sand, she then threw it into the water and
as the wheat floated back up to the surface she picked out the wheat; without sand! To eat.
Japanese macaques live throughout Japan. The mountain where I live close by is
very popular for hiking or just a relaxing family day out where several troops of monkeys live.
They were listed as a protected species about 50years ago and so the city started feeding them
so the numbers wouldn't decrease but the high nutritional food caused a disruption in their
natural way of doing things, the number increased three to four times in very short period of
time. At the same time visitors feeding them didn‟t help either which made the monkeys non
fearful of people and this started the behaviour of begging for food or most of time stealing
food from people who are having a picnic or they just simply attacked people for their food.
Some of them have been reported to fake injury on the road so people come out from their cars,
where then a second monkey quickly snatches food and runs away. Pictures left showing a
monkey appearing on the road or jumping up at a car window for food.
The City realised the problem and they decided to send all the monkeys back to the mountain which included feeding
them minimum amounts off the visitor‟s trails and people are now fined for feeding them. In recent years, all the work is beginning to
pay off as you don‟t see them on the roads as much and the number of accidents reported has in-turn decreased. However, people are
continuously encouraged to follow the rules when entering any mountain region.


don‟t feed them



don‟t show food



don‟t stare into their eyes.
I can‟t help thinking perhaps if we had left them alone in the first place none of this would have happened!

Yukiyo Cabrini
Ambassador of ISAP for Japan
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NO, IT’S NOT A ROBIN, IT’S A NEW SPECIES!
As some of you may already be aware, my main area of interest within the animal kingdom is ornithology. That being
the case, it is very exciting for me to learn that researchers from wee Ireland have been at the forefront of discovering a rare and
wonderful new bird species; not in Ireland but in Indonesia. Now that‟s about as far from home as the average Irishman gets!
Zoologists from Trinity College, Dublin, identified the bird following several expeditions to the Wakatobi islands in
south-east Sulawesi (this is roughly in the area between Borneo and New
Guinea). The bird is a member of the Flowerpecker family (Dicaeidae) of the
order

Passeriforme.

The

family

comprises

two

genera,

Prionochilus and Dicaeum, comprising 44 species in total. That is, up to
now. The new (45th) species will be known as the Wakatobi Flowerpecker or
Dicaeum kuehni. It is genetically distinct from and somewhat larger than its
close relative, the grey sided flowerpecker (Dicaeum celebicum) and as the
two birds do not interbreed, Dicaeum kuehni is determined to be a separate
species. A paper on the discovery has been published in the open-access scientific journal PLOS ONE.
What‟s even more interesting is that, despite its richness, the avifauna of the Sulawesi region of Indonesia remains even
today, only poorly studied so there may be other undiscovered species yet to be found. Indeed, it is believed that the species-richness
of the region may be grossly underestimated. The results of the recent study describe the Wakatobi populations of Flowerpecker as a
separate species to those on mainland Sulawesi; reproductively isolated, genetically and morphologically distinct. This conclusion is
supported by combined results from genetic, phylogenetic and morphological analyses.
Unfortunately this exciting discovery comes with a health warning: Sean Kelly, a PhD student at Trinity College
Dublin and lead author of the study, cautions that the diminutive, colourful bird could soon become extinct (along with other species
yet to be discovered). Human activity is changing the natural environment of Sulawesi much faster than species can adapt; “we run the
risk of losing evolutionarily distinct species before we can even discover or enjoy them", he says.
Dr. Nicola Marples, associate professor of zoology at Trinity and senior author on the paper, said that following this
discovery, the protection status of the Wakatobi islands must be immediately reassessed.
Top and bottom left: male and female Grey-sided Flowerpecker.
Top and bottom right: male and female Wakatobi Flowerpecker.
Flowerpeckers generally are small stout birds weighing
between 5.7 grams and 12 grams. They have short tails, short thick,
curved beaks and an unusual tubular tongue which they use for extracting
nectar from flowers. In addition to nectar they also feed on berries and
insects. The breeding biology of Flowerpeckers has been little studied
though it is believed that they are monogamous. It would appear therefore,
that there is plenty of scope for the adventurers from Trinity College
Dublin. Wouldn‟t it be interesting if they collated an ethogram of the new
species for a whole season and breeding cycle; something that apparently
has not been done for any Flowerpecker species.

Brendan Kinane
Ambassador of ISAP for Ireland
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THE POWER OF THE REINFORCER
In dog training and behavior, a reinforcer is whatever makes a dog repeat a behavior in order to win it. In other
words…it is a reward. There are two kinds of reinforcers, primary and
secondary. A primary reinforcer represents all the primary instincts of a
dog- hunting, mating, social behavior that are important for its survival. A
secondary reinforcer is something that has no value for the dog but after
being associated with a primary reinforcer, becomes as important as a
primary reinforcer.
Such reinforcers can be a toy, an object, and another wanted
behavior that has been associated with a primary reinforcer. A ball or a
frisbee have no value for a dog unless they start to move fast and thus are
associated with their pray instinct. Every dog has its own temperament and
its own motivations. One will work for the food and another will prefer a toy. Even so we meet variations depending on the breed and
the individual‟s character. Some dog like to bite and others like to run and chase objects. It is important to know of our dog‟s
preferences because then we can use them as a reward for other wanted behaviors we want to train.
A dog must work and offer a behavior when asked, to receive this important reward. Every reinforcer has a different
value in different environments and always depending on how difficult the asked behavior is. A dog must find it worth enough to
work for it.
Different kinds of reinforcers have different results when training a behavior. My German Shephard Judy had a part in
a film and depending on the scene; I had to use different reinforcers in order for her to perform the proper behavior. When I wanted an
aggressive barking from her, we had to play “tug of war” to arouse her defense instinct. In another scene Judy should bark in a calmer
way as if she would ask to go out for a walk. At that point I used food because it worked better and I had the behavior I wanted from
her.
When training a behavior we must focus on the intensity we want for the trained behavior and so we choose the correct
reinforcer. For instance when working with a dog with aggressive behaviors we start with food as a reward.
A reinforcer can be successful or not depending on the environment and distractions we shall meet during the training
session. When training a new behavior or generalize a known in high distracting environments we should use the best reward, from
the dog‟s point of view while for known behaviors and in low distractive environments we don‟t need to use our “best”.
Using what is enough in every case along with choosing the best reward for your dog is what makes the success in
every training session. Avoid tiring your dog and make him stop first. Choose the best reinforcer for every different situation. The
correct use and the value of the reinforcer gives quick and impressive results.

Dimosthenis Moumiadis, H.Dip. CBP / FISAP / Trainer - Canine Behaviorist
Ambassador of ISAP for Greece
Kynagon Dog Trainers Academy
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THE SCOTTISH WILDCAT – IS THERE HOPE FOR THIS SPECIES IN THE UK?
The Scottish Wildcat (Felis silvestris grampia)

Spot facts:
 There is only an estimated number of 400 pure wildcats left in the UK- however it
may be as low as 35.
 There is probably over 90% of the wildcat population in the UK that are hybrids.
 It is a sad fact they experts have said we only have approximately two years left
before the Wildcat population becomes extinct in the UK.
One of my favourite mammals and one that is true to the United Kingdom,
although the wildcat is now only found in Scotland. They are a sub species of the European wildcat and can often get mistaken for the
European, but the Scottish wildcat is larger with a thicker coat.
The Scottish Wildcat looks very similar to the domestic tabby cat, they have been the UK‟s wild
predator long before the arrival of the domestic cat. Their appearance is similar to a tabby, but they have
defined brown and black stripes which is thick and scruffy in appearance.
These are true solitary predators and will hunt during dawn and dusk, the rest of the time they
will hide in well hidden thickets, or dens or forests. Mating time is the only time that you will see these cats in
pairs.
The Scottish Wildcat plays an important role within the environment. It helps control the wild
rabbit population, however when rabbit is not available they will turn their attention to rodents and small
mammals.
The Scottish Wildcat is steeped in legend : one Celtic legend includes a fairy cat (Cait Sith) who was a large black cat
and the Celtic people believed that this cat was the reincarnation of a witch.

Resources: Wildwood newsletter Winter 2013

http://www.scottishwildcats.co.uk/wildcat.html

Jackie Murphy
Ambassador of ISAP for Great Britain
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KURDISTAN ORGANIZATION FOR ANIMAL RIGHTS PROTECTION ACTIVITIES
1- A World Volunteer Visited Kurdistan To Help KOARP
From 23 December 2013 until 4 January 2014 Mr. Spencer Sekyer a world
volunteer from Canada visited Kurdistan to help KOARP. He helped and saved stray animals and
rescues. Mr. Sekyer also brought with him drugs and equipment from Ann Greenbank veterinary
service. Mr. Sekyer worked seriously and saved many animals in different parts of Kurdistan and
gave many advices to many people including the zoo owner. He also appeared in two Canadian TV
interviews with his wife when he was in Kurdistan and when he returned.
2- Erbil Zoo Closed
After many efforts it was reported about worst zoo in the world from many animal rights organization and animal
activists. It was negotiated with government to provide another land to build a new and modern zoo in Erbil. The zoo‟s owner was
able to get a 2,500 meters of land on Koya ways to build a new zoo. The new zoo of today is good and the largest cage is comfortable
than old one. The cages are under control to prevent children to throw food, material and cigarette given to animals.
On 18 January 2014, the day of shut down of old zoo and transport of animals to new zoo occurred, and more than 30 animal lovers,
activists, volunteers, and animal rights organization were there such as:


Miss Hylin a very famous Kurdish Singer



Miss Kurdistan 2013(Finke Mohameed)



Wine Grope (Women International Network Erbil)



Animal love and Volunteers‟



Babilon Grope Company



Kurdistan organization for animal rights protection.

The celebration included many activities like:


Transportation of animals start on 11 Am



Clean of new zoo and all cages



Complete constriction of cages



Feeding and watering all animals



Treatment of sick animals



Painting the zoo



Giving recommendation and advice to owner and visitors.
The grope decided to following up the zoo between time to time.
During these activities, a huge quantity of different food items, medicines, vitamins and minerals, trees, dogs and cats

cages, heating burner, building material, paint litters …………………etc) and all this material was donated by Miss Hylan and
Babylon Grope

3- Celebration of World Migratory Bird Day 12.05.2014 in Kurdistan
On 12th May 2014, the Peshmarga Forces of Protection Environment with cooperation of Kurdistan Organization For Animal Rights
Protection (KOARP) celebrated the” World Migratory Bird Day 2014” at Peshmarga Forces Center in Zaweta sub-district.

Dr. Sulaiman Tamar
Ambassador of ISAP for Kurdistan
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