INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ANIMAL PROFESSIONALS
Dear Members,
This has been an eventful year for ISAP. We organised a conference in
Greece during the summer which involved a lot of work but unfortunately we had
to cancel it. Only a few members showed an interest and in the end we had
problems with visas for some of our speakers due to the political situation in the
Middle East.
One of our ambassadors experienced big problems due to his work
involvement in animal rescue which caused no end of danger to him as some
groups in his country did not approve of his work.
Other ambassadors live in countries which are dangerous due to terrorist
activities.
We live in a mad world. If only we could learn from the animal kingdom and
live peacefully side by side.
In 1 week we will be leaving 2015 behind and starting a New Year. Hopefully
we make a better job of it than the last year…
During this year we have been lucky to welcome new Ambassadors to
ISAP for representing us in countries such as USA, Canada, a new
Ambassador for Italy, Holland, Gibraltar and Southern Spain. These
Ambassadors are fulfilling our aim to become a global organisation and
ISAP is more than grateful to each and every one of them!
Many of us are getting ready for Christmas with last minute panics as every
year. Soon we can sit under the Christmas tree and open our presents and hopefully
relax a bit.
ISAP would like to wish our Ambassador for South Africa, Beth Babbin, a
speedy recovery from major surgery and hope that she will soon be well and fit to
carry on her fantastic work with dogs.
Merry Christmas to all of you who celebrate this festivity and a happy New
Year to everyone!

mistakenly targeted on much larger species (humans) than their 1.6 to 2 cm
body length and 15 cm leg span. Yet, that does not appear to deter them
from staring down in a fixated fashion at arachnophobic individuals freezing
them in frozen terror.
Many a trip travelling along in my jeep enjoying the fresh air and warm
sunshine is suddenly interrupted by a Huntsman spider jumping with a thump
onto my bare body. It has to be said: I like animals, I like reptiles, I like
spiders. However, even I find the uninvited intrusion a little annoying at
times. From past experience I have learned not toprovoke (even
unintentionally) or touch the hairy beast as it hurts when they bite…!
Therefore, I ask for help, as any sensible person would do, one would
presume. The problem is not many people wish to befriend a strange woman
walking around with a giant spider attached to their bare body calling out for
help ⎯ but there are a few.
These wonderful people see the predicament as a fascinating challenge while
others less brave scatter the vicinity in droves like disturbed ants. Thank
goodness, the human population is not the Huntsman’s diet of choice. What
they really like to eat are insects and other invertebrates.

The same can be said of dangling in cars. Although they may incite a rapid
reaction to test their hunting skills. Huntsman spiders actually prefer the
comfort of living peacefully under loose bark on trees, logs, and cracks and
crevices in the walls and roofs of outside sheds and toilets. Therefore, there
is nothing to worry about at all is there…or,is there…?
Written by Celia A. Richards Ambassador for Australia

Prevention leading to a longer life in pet dogs in Japan.
Dogs living in warmer climates are at risk of heartworm which is an infectious
disease. Foot-long worms (heartworms) live in the heart, lungs and associated blood vessels
of the affected pet. This fatal disease is usually transmitted from infected mosquitos, where
a mosquito while biting an infected dog with baby worms with blood, transmits them
through a bite into another dog; they are then deposited onto the surface of the animal’s
skin which they then enter the new host through the mosquito’s bite wound. Once infected
with these baby worms, it takes about 6 months for the larvae to mature into adult
heartworms which can live for 5 to 7 years in dogs.
Dogs with large numbers of heartworms may develop heart failure as the infestation
blocks the major blood flow leading to the heart.
Prognosis of the advance stage is not very good and prevention is very important.
Before ivermectin (which kills microfilaria in the blood stem) became available via
vets in 1987, one of the major causes of death was from heartworm in Japan where the
average  Heart worm (2015) American heart worm society
life expectancy of dogs is to be 4 years.
Now with modern medicines and considerable knowledge over the past 35 years
the life expectancy of pet dogs has become considerably longer.
・
available for effective vaccination to prevent common but deadly diseases.
・
improvements of food provided for dogs. ・improve of treating illness.
They are some of the more common
facts contributing to longer life for dogs but
prevention for heartworm (which used to cause
20
percent of death in dogs) is still the one of major
factors in Japan’s animal welfare.

Reference
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https://www.heartwormsociety.org/pet-owner-resources/heartworm-b
asics
Yahoo news Japan(2015)犬の長寿化に貢献(2015) 
http://headlines.yahoo.co.jp/hl?a=20151209-00000007-jij-soci
Article written by Yukiyo Cabrini, Ambassador for Japan

In this family.. we are now more than three

In a family with one or more dogs, the coming of a child is creating an ideal picture
in our minds where the dogs of the house embrace, protect and care for the new comer.
And most of the times this is a reality that is so simple and so natural.
Their relationship with the new baby comes so natural since they have lived the
process of pregnancy along with the future mother and father. They have “read” the
beginning of the changes in the new mother, they have felt the baby grow, it’s heartbeat,
it’s moves in the wound. This is for sure some kind of preparation for the dog to be able to
welcome the new member of the family.
The birth of a child and its’ arrival home, has an effect on the dog. He is curious to
see, smell and touch the baby and it seems to be so important for him to do so.
The reaction of the parents really dictates what the new relationship will be like and
of course determines the balance in the function of the family. If we let the dog perform
the “ritual” of getting to know the new baby, without adding stress to this procedure and
reward him for his good behaviours, then we have a successful beginning and our family is
crossing a path of being happy in the future.
In some families, there might be more than one animal. The procedure of getting to
know the baby should be followed by all of them…even if they belong in other species,
dogs, cats, e.t.c. We often see that every pet chooses his own attitude towards the baby.
Some might be more protective, some more cautious near the baby, and some may be over

enthusiastic. There are dogs who choose to be more neutral towards the baby- not paying
any attention to it.
All is acceptable in the process of achieving a balance between their relationship.
In any case, our aim is to help the dog have always positive memories of its’
contacts with the baby. We set the boundaries of this relationship in the beginning in order
to avoid any unwanted behaviour that may force us to correct the dog all the time.
Nevertheless, there are many cases where the owner is not so sure of what his dog’s
reaction would be towards the new baby. This happens because he is already facing various
behavioural problems with his dog and he thinks that it is possible- or maybe certain- that
the dog won’t deal with the situation appropriately.
When a dog has already behaved badly with babies in the past it is doubtful that he
will have a better start with the baby of the family. The dog has probably been abused by
children in the past or had a bad socialization. Children are making noises, loud and strange,
they move fast, if they stand near him their faces are the same high and that may be
considered as a threat.
When a dog guards it’s recourses, his food or toys may consider the baby as a threat
to his privileges. If a dog is good with children but still face the problem of resource
guarding, again may see the child as a threat to his privileges.
Older dogs or sensitive dogs cannot tolerate the presence of a child. A dog in
distress caused by pain may act badly to a clumsy touch or grapping of a child.
Dogs with hearing problems or blind dogs may also not tolerate children. Children
cause chaos and are definitely unpredictable.
In any case a parent should be wise enough to take care and solve all problems very
early. If the dog will not be allowed in the future to sleep on the bed or sleep on the sofa or
make nonstop barking, then the owner must train his dog and change the unwanted
behaviours long before the baby comes to the house. Preserve a routine in the dog’s life
even after the arrival of the baby.
With the help of a trainer he may solve such problems and change behaviours,
change the routine of the life of his dog and in general find ways to handle this new fact in
the family.
Of course things aren’t always so difficult as we said before. Such a preparation is
not always needed. All come so natural and simple. The relationship between a dog and a
baby is a relationship of love and devotion. But whatever the dog may feel for the baby of
the family a parent must never let the dog alone with the baby unattended.
All the things that we teach our dog for the baby and all the things we teach our
baby for the dog, determine the relationship between them. Let us help create a healthy
and clear communication to achieve a happy and balanced life for them.
Dimosthenis Moumiadis
H.Dip CBP/FISAP/Trainer/ Canine Behaviorist
Ambassador of Greece for International Society of Animal Professionals
ICB - Member of International Canine Behaviourists
Kynagon Dog Trainers Academy

DOGS IN HIGH RISE COOPS/CONDOS/RENTALS
Policies and enforcement as they relate to dogs
What written policies and enforcement considerations are in place? Are they
distributed to dog owners (pet parents)?
Example: Notice to Dog Owners (pet parents): "DOGS/OUTDOOR COMMON AREA"
We would like to remind residents that the building is pet-friendly, however, it is not
appreciated when dogs urinate in the elevators or on "ANY" of the common elements
except those designated as "relief areas" (if present). When taking your dogs out of their
walk, kindly use a short leash for better control and a quick pace to guide YOUR DOGS OFF
THE PROPERTY TO THE RELIEF AREAS AS FAST AS POSSIBLE SO AS TO AVOID "ACCIDENTS" on
indoor/outdoor common areas. Fines will be levied to
dog
owners (pet parents) not adhering to specified policies.
Thank you in advance for helping to keep our common
living environment in great shape.
Building Management
Make sure the elevator is professionally cleaned by a
company that specializes in pet stain cleaning. The
standard deodorant style of cleaners (Pinesol, Mr. Clean,
etc.), may make it appear the urine is gone to us, but the
dogs can still smell right past the deodorant. The spots
need to be cleaned with an enzymatic cleaner (Nature’s
Miracle) that breaks down the urine and removes it, not
covers it up. Then maybe impose a pet cleaning fee for
every resident who uses the main elevator with their
dog(s) to cover costs of regular cleaning could help. As
long
as the urine smell is present, the dogs can smell it and if the owners refuse to be responsible
for the actions of their dogs, the only way to keep them from re-offending is to keep them
out of the elevators.
Training of dogs concerning “How to Ride in an Elevator”
Dog Owners (pet parents) can enlist the services of an experienced dog
trainer/behaviorist to train them and their dogs on appropriate elevator etiquette.
Additionally, “good manners ” training, such as “sit”, “stay”, “down”, “wait”, “stop”, “heel”,
“drop”, etc., may also be taught to current dog owners (pet parents).

Eric Albert, MISAP - Training Director at Best In Show Dog Training, LLC
Business: (914) 815-0220
Alternate: (914) 980-3211
Email: eric@bestinshowdogtraining.com
Website: www.bestinshowdogtraining.com
This article is by Eric Albert, our American Ambassador

Be aware of the dangerous foods for dogs
at Christmas time
Christmas is a time when family/friends come
together for celebrations and this too includes our
canine companions.
Many people are aware of some foods which are toxic to dogs,
however at this festive season we tend to introduce many items
which can be hazardous for them.
Foods can include:
Grapes – It is not known how these can be poisonous to dogs, or how many they need to
eat before toxicity can be seen. To be on the safe side keep them out of reach of
your dog.
Mince pies, Christmas cake and puddings – all these foods are full of currants and
raisins/sultanas and can come under the “grape family” therefore they will have the
same serious health risk. Also these foods are full of fat (suet) and this can cause
digestive problems (vomiting, diarrhoea, etc) or more serious conditions such as
pancreatitis. The last point here to mention is that they have large quantities of
alcohol which can produce the same symptoms of intoxication as seen in humans.
Chocolates (chocolate coins, chocolate sweets, etc) - be aware that any sweets
containing chocolate can be potentially dangerous for dogs, not to mention the sweet
wrappers which at this time of year can be foil which can cause digestive problems.
Nuts – a variety of different nuts can cause problems such as weakness, depression,
vomiting and hyperthermia, etc.
Bones – many people are cooking different meats at Christmas and cooked bones should
not be given to dogs as these can splinter and cause choking.
Festive items:
Festive trees, flowers and plants (holly, mistletoe, poinsettia, etc) – if chewed or
ingested these can cause vomiting and/or diarrhoea. Decorations for the festive tree
or house can cause internal blockages if eaten. Use of electrical cables for Christmas
lights may cause an electric shock if the dog chews through the wire.
Batteries – these are very toxic for dogs. They are often purchased for children toys
and games and if the dog chews or eats any part of the battery it can cause chemical
burns and heavy metal poisoning. If eaten whole then they may cause a blockage.

Sent in by Jackie Murphy – Ambassador for Great Britain.
Resources:

Picture from own source

Information:  local veterinary surgeon
___________________________________________________________

Portal Nosso Mundo - Internet
Escrito por Silvia Schultz - Médica Veterinária - CRMV - RS 12750 .
Abandono de animais – A dura realidade da vida nas ruas.

An article by Sergio Lemos, Ambassador for Brazil
Abandoned animals- The hard reality of life in the streets

Man's relationship with pets goes back about 10 thousand years. Dogs and cats are
the animals that more fulfils the human beings' physical and emotional needs, and they
have found their place gradually inside of the family nuclei. Pets fill the house of happiness,
they enchant us with their pranks, they are soft, beautiful, little and pleasant for cuddles.
However, they also give work, expenses and some problems sometimes. They demand
available time, FOOD of good quality, housetraining, they need to be skilfully trained, taken
for walks and they need periodic veterinary attendance. A lot of times they grow more than
foreseen or the temperament is not exactly the expected. For these reasons, many dogs
and cats end up abandoned, and they don't have the physical or psychological structure to
maintain them. This ends up bringing (and worsening) one of the largest problems in
relation to pets now: the abandonment and the mistreatment.
The situation of the street animals in Brazil is more and more delicate, and it
represents a problem of public health today. Dogs
and cats are dirty, thin, starving and sick, many
invisible to the eyes of the society, they seek
through the garbage, they transmit diseases, they
live in the rain, under the strong sun or the intense
cold. They are battered and rejected until they
finally are collected and directed to the Centers of
Control of Zoonoses (CCZs), where they are, most
of the time, put to sleep. CCZ is dealing with
overcrowded deposits, they receive animals of all
sizes and breeds, many of them dogs and cats that
were abandoned by people who promised them
love and protection. It is considered that out of 10 abandoned animals, 8 already had a
home. They are animals that, for a reason or other, were rejected, they didn't overcome

the expectations of their “owners” and for that, they were discarded. They grew too much,
they got sick, they were not trained enough, they generated expenses and boredom.
But the question is: why do the animals end abandoned in the streets and in the
centers of zoonoses controls? I believe that the reasons are many, but the main one is: the
great lack of people's knowledge concerning what is involved on having an animal at home.
When we acquired a pet, we established with him a powerful bond, and we should be
prepared for a durable relationship of maybe, 15 to 20 years. For this time, we should
ensure a series of responsibilities to our animal that includes, for instance, to train him and
to protect him in spite of everything.

Another factor that largely contributes for the immense number of dogs and
abandoned cats is the indiscriminate reproduction of those animals, a lot of times
intermediated by the owners. This problem could be minimized easily if people accepted to
castrate their dogs and company cats. But it is not that simple. A lot of people still have
resistance concerning this procedure for they ignore their countless benefits or for they
believe that the castrated animal suffers, it is mutilated, it puts on weight, he has changes
in character, he needs to breed at least once during his/her life among other myths.
Solutions to minimize the problem of the abandonment of animals exist and they
are possible, although still with certain difficulty, of being implemented in practice. The
understanding of the population concerning the guarding responsible of domestic animals
would be the first step. Politics, government, and
the public that see the castration as a measure
for population control of dogs and cats, educating
children, young, adults and senior in relation to
the responsibility of having an animal and caring
for its safety during all his/her life. To accomplish
castration campaigns at a low cost in mass,
stimulating the adhesion of the population and
showing the beneficial effects of this procedure in
dogs and cats and avoiding accidental cross
breeds and the indiscriminate proliferation of
more animals, as well as the hereditary transmission of diseases.
All these measures would bring results in the short, medium and long term, with a
visible decrease of the number of battered and abandoned animals, collected in CCZs and
shelters, as well as reduction of transmitted zoonoses. They would bring immediate
benefits to thousands of dogs and cats that suffer daily with the mistreatments and the sad
life in the streets, providing them a healthy home, with love, safety and protection. Because
to the campaign we adopt an animal, we don't just win that indescribable sensation of
owning an animal, but also a loyal and affectionate companion that it will protect us
always. A true friend that will bring us happiness and he/she will give us the privilege of
being loved unconditionally, becoming better people and even more human.

--------

Article by Amina Abaza, Ambassador to Egypt
Founder and President of S.P.A.R.E.
Society For Protection Of Animal Rights In Egypt
Interview with Amina Abaza by Insight Magazine:
1. Tell us about your relationship with animals?
Since I was a little kid, I loved all animals... I loved to feed them and play with them. I knew deep inside that one
day I will be doing something for them. One day, the authorities killed a stray dog I was feeding and who used
to wait with me for my school bus. I heard the gun shot at night and the horrible screaming of my dog, and
since that day I promised myself that when I grow up I would help animals. I was too little then to do anything.
She was a baladi (native) white female and her name was ‘La Plus Belle de la Terre’ (The most beautiful girl on
earth).

2. What made you start S.P.A.R.E. Egypt?
The horrible conditions the animals in Egypt have to live in depressed me. I used to rescue animals until my
house became sort of a zoo, but of course it was not enough. My husband, Raouf Mishriki encouraged me to
take action instead of crying all the time. He told me, “ If you want to do something, do it right.” So we
registered S.P.A.R.E. in 2001.

3. Which animals do you help at S.P.A.R.E. and how?
I help all sorts of animals, even the wild ones. Though, we are especially good with dogs, cats, equine and farm
animals. We usually treat them in our facility, but for wild animals we always call a specialized vet.

4. How do animals end up at S.P.A.R.E.?
It’s either we find them or people bring us the animals they rescue. But now, unfortunately, we cannot take
more because the shelter shouldn’t be too crowded to take good care of their health and grant them space,
comfort and good food; or I cannot call it welfare. Animal welfare is not hoarding animals and then begging
people for money or what is nicely called fund-raising. Other than that it can turn into a concentration camp,
and animals might fight with each other and even kill each other. We have to always remember the five factors
for freedom for animals:

1. Freedom from hunger and thirst.
2. Freedom from discomfort.
3. Freedom from pain, injury and disease.
4. Freedom to behave normally.
5. Freedom from fear and distress.
5. What were the biggest obstacles that faced you at the beginning?
Irony and mockery from everybody… All social classes and even my parents. They used to say, ‘A shelter for
animals? Why not help humans first?’ Even while registering our organization in the ministry, the employees
were making fun of us, as if helping animals meant never helping humans, which is very silly.

6 .How can other people help S.P.A.R.E.?
Adopting dogs from S.P.A.R.E. is always an option. We have dogs that lived for eight or nine years in
S.P.A.R.E., yet need a home. It is a very long time for a dog to live in a shelter, keeping in mind that it is like an
orphanage. Although they do eat, drink and sleep in a clean place, but we can never give them enough

affection. They need human contact, so we ask volunteers to come and cuddle our animals. People can also
help by donating blankets, soaps, towels, medicines, bottles of glucose or even money. Visiting S.P.A.R.E. and
playing with the animals is a huge support too.

7. What does World Animal Day mean to you?
For me, it’s a special day for the animals. It’s originally the St. Francis of Assisi day, who dedicated his life to
the animals, so the 4th of October is his day and The World Animal Day. Since I am the one who started the
animal rights movement in Egypt, The World Animal Day office nominated me to be the ambassador of The
World Animal Day in Egypt. Now I feel I am the voice of animals in Egypt and I am proud of that.

8. What did you achieve for World Animal Day this year?
This year I succeeded in taking a fatwa from Dar El Ifta that it is not a sin to put an animal to sleep if we have to.
Animals in Egypt are shot, but not killed, by the police and poisoned by organizations, which kills them slowly
and painfully. The agony can take days, so putting an animal to sleep is much more humane than being
tortured in the streets or than hoarding shelters.
9.

How do you spread awareness about animal rights in Egypt and the merciful way of
treating them?
I was interviewed on several TV programmes and wrote articles about this matter. My activity was also featured
in many other articles, but definitely TV is the best way to raise awareness. We also initiated contact with many
schools (almost 30 schools this year only) who came to visit S.P.A.R.E., or we went to them to raise awareness.

10. How does rescuing an animal and granting it a new life make you feel?
I feel happy to have rescued it, but sad at the same time thinking of the other thousands of animals that I did
not get the chance to rescue and are surely still suffering.

11. What is your motto at S.P.A.R.E.?
‘We do not have a heart for humans and a heart for animals… We have one heart or not at all.’ A quote that
was said by the French poet, Lamartine.

12. What is the importance of the Hans-Ronn Foundation Award given to S.P.A.R.E.
Egypt?
This was the first prize S.P.A.R.E. ever received and I felt extremely proud seeing the Egyptian flag at the
theatre room of Hans-Ronn Foundation. We received 3000 Euros. Travelling to Germany with my husband to
receive the prize might have cost us more actually, but it was not the money that made me happy or proud; it
was the foundation’s appreciation and gesture. I was really grateful to them, but wondered why I was being
celebrated and appreciated in Germany and not in my own country, Egypt.

Fireworks

Written by Drs. M.L.

Kruiper, ISAP Ambassador of the Netherlands

New Year’s Eve is just around the corner. A scary event for
many cats and dogs. A little fright every now and then only
strengthens the soul, but what is if your poor pet is absolutely
terrified and cannot stop trembling and panting?

A recurring theme, applicable to almost every stressful situation, disease and
other problem. We, as responsible pet owners, have to carefully weigh the pros and
cons in deciding how we go about this.

Medication or no medication?
If medicine helps your pet to ‘survive the fireworks’, medicine appear to be a
plausible solution. Especially if your beloved pet hides somewhere or stops eating
for several days. For example, fasting can be fatal for cats! If you choose to use
medicine always carefully read the instructions. Especially the risks and side effects
part! Several chemical remedies are dangerous and can even lead to increased
(psychological) trauma. For example: Sedative medicine containing acepromazine
(e.g. Vetranquil) may be prescribed by some vets, or bought online. But be aware,
this anesthetic drug lowers the level of consciousness. In other words: your dogs is
still scared, but cannot do anything. What makes it worse is that besides being a
sedative this type of medicine acts as a (sound) amplifier. So besides being
sedated, the firework blasts are now extremely-mega-super loud. As you can
imagine the result is counterproductive, an increased trauma!

How about training?
Make
your
pet
firework-proof. In other
words train your pet!
Think of fireworks
CD’s,
DVD’s
and
eventually
field
training.
A
good
training schedule, if
necessary combined
with
alternative
medicine should do
the trick. In our
practice
(www.dierpraktijk-beest.nl) we use 100% biological products, such as Bach Flower
remedies and Homeopathy, especially selected for each individual (physical,
psychological and emotional). As this newsletter appears end of 2015 this is not
going to do the trick for this New Years. It would be more like a New Year’s
resolution. However, if you start now… that’s half the battle…

Article by Khageshwaar Sharma, Ambassador for Nepal
A difficult year for Nepal
2015 has been a dreadful year for this country. In April and May a series
of earthquakes killed over 8000 people and many animals, and devastated

large swathes of villages in the hills. The monsoon between June and
September followed and, at the end of September, the long awaited new
constitution was promulgated. Certain groups in the south of the country felt
unfairly treated and a series of civil disturbances ensued which are continuing.
Over 50 people have been killed so far. A further consequence is a three
month blockade of supplies from India meaning that Nepal is virtually
paralysed.
These disasters, both natural and man-made, have inevitably had a huge
impact of HART's work.
Following the earthquake all the staff took part in a series of relief
journeys to those areas most affected to try and save wounded livestock.
Working both on their own and with other international groups, medicines,
treatment and advice were delivered in a series of nine missions from April
until June.

HART director and ISAP ambassador, Khageshwaar Sharma, was asked
to serve on a Government committee assessing the damage to animals as a
result of his extraordinary work in the field.

Normal programmes
resumed in June and
the annual anti-rabies
vaccinations were
carried out on the dogs
of Pokhara and
Bharatpur.
However as the political
unrest in the south east
became more and more

violent it became clear that the outreach camps planned for the region would
have to be deferred.

A short programme in Lukla (the gateway to Everest base camp) was
carried out but all other outreach work is now on hold. It is not possible to buy
fuel so even travel to safe areas has been curtailed.

The towns of Pokhara and Bharatpur have been extended by new wards
and for the immediate future HART will work to neuter and vaccinate the dogs
there.

Above photos of just one of HART's rescue patients. Nicknamed Blacky,
this pup was found dumped outside HART's gates and suffering severe skin
problems. Pictured right with our Dr Sanjiv, he's now well on the road to full
recovery.

We all very much hope that 2016 will be a better year for Nepal and for
its animals.

